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PAINTED WALLS, SUCH AS THIS CREATION BY MAGIC HAND DECORATIVE PAINTING DESIGN, ADD UNIQUENESS TO AMY HOME.

BF SRR BN HE  RE BN

Hongkongers love to decorate their homes
in novel ways. Walls with decorative
paintings and mirrors are trends that have
taken off.

Decorative paintings caught on in
Europe some 30 years ago and are now
gaining popularity in Hong Kong, says
Wong Tsan-por, creative director of Magic
Hand Decorative Painting Design.

“It can cost double or even triple the
price of simply painting a wall,” Wong says.
“Still, more and more luxury homes are
adorned with a decorative painting because
it adds a classic splendour to them.”

Waong says decorative painting takes
time to complete because it is an art form.
He oncespent more thanamonthto painta
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feature wall. “Not a lot of clients are willing
to let you work for more than a month,” he
says.

It took a long time to finish because “the
client wanted a wall that feels like marble
and a painting on top of it. We had to sketch
the design firstand then fillin the paint, little
by little,” Wong explains.

“For art lovers and those who want to
bring art into their living space, though,
decorative painting has [a] special appeal.
The advantage of decorative painting s that
it has few limitations. As long as you can
come up with the image, you can paint it
freely on the wall.”

Hong Kong homeowners prefer simple
but stylish designs. “For three-dimensional

designs, we will do the sculpting by hand,”
Wong says.

"We can do a white wall with 3D patterns
on it, and then cover it with a protective
coating. It looks simple and elegantand [it's]
very easy to maintain.”

Decorative painting and plastering are
specialised skills that also require an artistic
mind. The projects are often complicated.

But the more complicated the project,
the more Wong enjoys his work. “| prefer
clients who have an exquisite taste,” he says.
“The more demanding they are, the better
my work gets. | can't really connect with
those who value time over aesthetics.”

For those who prefer to play with light, a
mirrored wall is another option.

Mirrored walls have long played an
important part in local designs. A well-
positioned mirrored wall brings a certain
translucence to a place, which can make it
feel more spacious. It works particularly well
with small apartments in Hong Kong. But
the new generation of mirrored walls offer
even maore,

Apart from the different patterns and
colour schemes, mirrored walls can create a
special personality at home. Nature lovers,
For exarnple, may go for a forest- or beach-
themed mirrored wall. City lovers may
favour an Eiffel Tower theme. For more
playful minds, birds on a branch could be a
fun idea.

Family fFavourite

To maintain the finish of a decorative
wall, it requires a “special waterproofing
treatment” to make it last, says Wong
Tsan-por, creative director of Magic
Hand Decorative Painting Design. “Allthe
homeowner needs to do is to dust the
wall from time to time.”

“Also, the paints we use are safe and
do not contain harmful volatile organic
compounds, such as formaldehyde,
heavy metals or other harmful
substances. That explains why it is
favoured by families with children.”

“The new generation of mirrored walls
are reflections of the homeowners’
personality, as well as the designer’s style
and technique,” says Max Lam, creative
director of Moderne Design House.

“Mirrored walls are usually built on the
general theme of a home,” he says, “Some
homeowners prefer to play with the
reflection and shape of mirrors. Some
incorporate their favourite materials with
the mirrors, which isreally cooland original.”

These materials include movie posters
for film buffs, or potted plants for a garden
theme.

“In one of my recent projects at The
Legend at Jardine’s Lookout, | built a tree-
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like mirrored wall in the living room and
expanded that to cover the hallway until it
stops at a hidden doer. The mirrored wall,
together with the tree pattern wallpaper,
bring a special texture and feeling to the
home. They are of nature and the forest.”
Lam says mirrored walls are not just for
living rooms. They can be strategically
placed in different areas. For example, place
a mirrored wall next to the balcony, and the
reflection of the blue sky and greenery
outside will brighten up the entire space.
Today, you can pretty much do whatever
you want with the colour and pattern of a
mirrored wall. But it is important to make it
safe, Lamwarns. That means a base wallis a

16 LUXEHOMES SEPTEMBER 2013

MIRRORED WALLS HELP MAGNIFY THE SENSE OF SPACE.
s HFREANEERZ R

must before installing the mirrors.
Mirrors come in all kinds of colours,
such as grey, brown, clear and gold.

“The designer will talk with the
homeowners and find out what they want
and the main theme of the design,” Lam
says. “Since the mirrored wall is usually the
focal point of the design, it is very important
to make sure what the homeowners have in
mind.”

So how are mirrored walls different from
stained glass, which remains popular in
Europe, where it originated?

“Stained glass does not give you
reflections,” Lam says. "Mirrors, on the other
hand, can help magnify the sense of space,
especially when the residential units here
are generally cramped.”

By reflecting light, mirrors can also help
to make homes brighter. Mirrors are easy to
clean and maintain.
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MONTHLY LUXURY HOME SALES
SEHEaRmARETCGHKS12m)

08/13 07/13 Change & 07/2013 06/2013 Cha

Mortgage loans drawn down
FEVAIRIBENER (HKSbn) 122 128

RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SURVEY RESULTS
EERISHERAEER

Primary market —5
Volume = 60 -35%

Value % (-ksm) , 999 +126%
Mortgage loans approved

HHt RIS ERR (HKSbn)

Number of mortgage applications

= HEEEREE 8424 9301
Overall #5t

Volume &%

Outstanding value of mortgage loans
FEERIEEIEH 8984 8969

SOURCE: HKMA EHIFR: £8B

PRICE TRENDS
FHIERERES

(HK$ per square foot saleable)
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- New Terntorles %ﬁﬁ (Year 1999=100)
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= Medium SPRIEET (753-1075sqf)
= large ABIBB{T (1,076-1.7215qR)
— Extra Large ¥AENI (1722 sqRorabove)
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COMPARISON OF MORTGAGE PLANS OFFERED BY MA)OR LENDERS
FRIRTIZIBE T BI R LR

Bank of Citibank Standard
East Asia Chartered
Hin 1EHg 5 EFT
Plan (%) P-26toP-195 P-2.85% to P-2.35% P-31% P-285%toP-185% | P-215%toP-175% | P-2.85%toP-2.6%
I (E) H+1.7%toH*3.15% | H+2.25% to H+2.4% H+2.5% to H+3% H+2.75% ta H+3.25% | H+2.75% to H+3.25% H+1.95to H+2.2%
Actiial rats % 2.4% t03.05% 2.4%t0 2.9% 2.15% 215%103.15% 3.1%t03.5% 2.4% t0 2.65%
==
BEFZE(2) 1.91% Lo 3.36% 2.46%1t02.61% 271%t0321% 2.96% to 3.46% 2.96% to 3.46% 2.16%t02.41%
Cash rebate (%) 0.2%-0.5% 0.2%-0.5% 0.5% 0.5%-1.0% 0.2%-0.5% 0.8%
REEHE (%) 0.2%-0.5% 0.2%-05% 0.3%-1.0% 0.2%-0.5% 0.2%-0.5% 0.4%-0.6%
Penalty period (yr) = i 3 4 2 3
EIS8H (=) 3 3 3 3 3 3
Monthly payment | Hi$5250-HK$5571 | HK$5,130-HKS5,748 HK$5,130 HK$5,130-HK$5,672 | HK$5,596- HK$5,800 | HK$S,250-HKE5,372
(HK$ Tm, 20yr)
EAHEE
( LL00E B T ftto0mst ) | HKSS.IT1-HKSS728 | HKS5280- HK$5353 | HK$5,402- HKSS652 | HKS5526-HKS5,779 | HK$5,526- HKSS,779 |  HK$5,135-HK$5,255

Note: The above mortgage terms and conditions are subject to the final approval of the banks. Data as of September 12. The prime rate (P) for HSBC, Hang Seng and BoCHK is 5% p.a., while the rest is 5.25% p.a.
e BLE—UIRSRAR CURTREMGAE, AREE0R120. BEEHEP) BEZRITEEES. B4 RFR, Hiks 25E. HBRITREES.

SOURCE: BANKS' MORTGAGE HOTLINES, HKMA BFH#I3ER : SMITRIBME. 5ED
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